COMMENTARY 


A chosen people 


by ROBERT DE ANDREIS 

G ay people suffer from the critical mis- 
conceptions of the ignorant. As a new 
people, emerging after generations of 
secrecy, we are making only small strides 
into the mainstream, but what a miracle 
that is. Not so miraculous is the self-sabo- 
taging, disrespectful and immature way we 
treat each other, bickering like siblings or- 
phaned by a hostile world. 


We are oblivious as to 
how our disrespect for each 
other undermines our collec- 
tive goals as gay people. I de- 
cree this curse after I die: The 
next gay man who makes fun 
of a lesbian will turn into one! 
We have always been here but 
despite our recent, historical 
emergence — with financial, 
cultural and political clout — 
our own cultural depth isn't 
always rich enough to draw 
on to get us through the days. 
Where are all our gay spiritual 
songs, songs of gay love and 
gay pride? How can we sing 
the blues if no one is writ- 
ing them? We are still so 
young as a people, but we 
have grown up quickly 
with tfn epidemic under 
our belts. Still, the simple 
challenges and courage to 
rlead honest gay lives is 
never given its due. We are 
rebels without applause. 

When I went to my 
first Gay Pride Parade as a 
teen, I thought gay accep- 
tance as just around the 
comer. Back then, the early 
movement attracted people 
with nothing to lose, God 
bless them all — shrill, rad- 
ical political extremists or 
wacky, militant, gerider- 
benders burning their flamma- 
ble, falsies. Since I've always 
mistrusted political characters, 

1 never got involved in gay 
politics. For years it was the 
only community game in 
town. A gift from AIDS is that 
it enabled a different kind of 
gay person to get together in 
compassion to form groups 
and organizations built on vol- 
unteerism, spirituality and 
'compassion. Finally there's a 
world beyond the bars and tbe 
special interest back rooms for 
us to meet, be of service and 
express a deeper part of our- 
selves in fellb^up with our 
community. More significant 
things can be changed bv vol- 
unteering than by voting. 
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living. Don't vote for candi- 
dates just because they're gay. 
Are they honest people? 
Sleazeball, power-hungry can- 
didates, on the ballot or behind 
the scenes, never quite smell 
right. That's because power at- 
tracts evil like fruit flies to shit. 

The main error in defining 
ourselves is to compare our- 
selves to other kinds of minor- 
ity groups. We are not a race, 
we are not a creed, we are not 
our sexual behavior, we are 
not gender issues, we are not 
specific demographics, we are 
not a true voting block al- 
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though that fallacy sells well 
for fundraising. 

Most gay Americans lead 
dull, ordinary American < 
Gothic lives. Outside the big 
cities, most gay people lead 
lives of quiet desperation. 
Inside die big cities, gay peo- 
ple also lead lives of quiet des- 
peration. One day we will be 
welcome .everywhere we go, 
provided we don't go too far. 

1 had a friendly lunch with 
n\y folks recently and we 
. talked about what it- means to 
be gay. They were able to see 
how a gay marriage bill trawl- 
ing through legislation in 
Hawaii is just a faint beginning 
and not the end of the rain- 
bow. Laws can be changed 
more quickly dun attitudes. 
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ours. Maybe a landlord won't 
rent to you and your "friend." 
Maybe you're getting the 
same salary as your co-work- 
er but her husband is covered 
on her health insurance and 
yours isn't. During the holi- 
days, you can't invite people 
over to your home for an of- 
fice party without removing 
evidence of your lover's pres- 
ence. In so many subtle ways, 
we are forced to be deceitful 
to survive, despite coming out 
to ourselves. Total honesty is 
a badge some of us never 
wear and the cost to the spirit 
is enormous; no doubt it con- 
tributes to much isolation, 
sadness and self-destruction 
in our ranks. But most of all, it 
erodes the foundation of the 
world we are trying to build. 

We face these dilemmas 
every day. We're the last 
great oppressed minority, 
and because of the perma- 
nent, hateful teachings of tra- 
ditional religions, that hatred 
is here to stay. Our choices 
are to fight or flee, be who we 
are or live a lie, banter with 
jerks in the locker room 
or walk away, stand up 
to homophobia or sulk 
in silence and withdraw 
into ourselves and won- 
der why we're loners. 
Do' we choose accep- 
tance into straight soci- 
ety for the money, the 
raise, the promotion? 
Do we choose to be 
silent when a homopho- 
bic family member 
makes disparaging re- 
marks at a family func- 
tion, or do we choose 
not to go next time? 

We are a chosen 
people, not because we 
are special, but because 
we are ordinary, and we've 
had to make a lot of choices to 
live our ordinary lives with 
dignity, pride and safety. The 
emergence of our world could 
only have happened in this 
country, with its social climate 
and free speech protection. In 
many ways we are the most 
American of all peoples — di- 
verse m race and creed, seek- 
ing protection from persecu-, 
tion. Oppression, not sexual 
behavior, is the only true fac- 
tor that unifies us all. 

It always annoys me to 
come home from a parade 
and see it on the news. The 
crews would find the most 
eccentric characters and pre- 
sent them os a representative 
sampling of who we are, w ith 
the intent of «mb»fK*ssM\g us 
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